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DISCOURSE. 



ECCL. 9 : 10. 



Whatsoever tht hand fikdbth to do, do it with thy might, fob 
there is no work, nob dsyicb, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whitheb thou goest. 

God has placed man in a busy world. He has given 
him a nature which demands action. The happiness 
of Eden, before the arrival of the Tempter, would 
have been alloyed without emplo3nnent. The Lord 
^ God took the man, and jnd him into the garden of Eden to 
dress it, and to keep ii. This dressing, or cultivating the 
garden, required the exercise not only of the body, 
but of the mind also, otherwise he would have marred 
the beauty of paradise, and have gained no valuable 
end. The curse, afterward pronounced, did not con- 
sist in subjecting man to labor, but to fatiguing, ex- 
hausting labor. This has been the common lot of man 
ever since the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of 
Eden, and guarded the entrance with Cherubim, and a 
flaming sword. 

The text suggests several distinct ideas, and yet all 
have a bearing upon the same general subject. In 
dwelling upon it I remark — 
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I. There is work to be done in this world, A billion of 
human beings are to be fed. And since manna is no 
longer let down from heaven, and the winds bring not 
the quails around our dwellings, the energy which is to 
be expended in this single direction, in preparing 
food fer the human family, is great beyond com- 
putation. To this is to be added the work of 
clothing the race. And here, also, after we have de- 
ducted all that is superfluous, we shall find enough left 
to give constant emplojnnent to many milliom of op- 
eratives. The mechanic arts, which the progress of 
civilization has rendered necessary, aind introduced, re- 
qiiire the skill and strength of millions more. The 
construction of the great thoroughfares of nations, and 
the vehicles which run upon them ; and of the ships 
and steamers which plough oceans, lakes and rivers, 
together with the manning of these for the purposes of 
commerce and emigration, calls for the wearisome toil 
of millions more. To provide fuel, forests must be 
felled and mines wrought. 

But after the wants of the body are satisfied, much 
work remainato be done. The proper cultivation of the 
mind taxes the time, patience and energies of all. While 
numberless inventions and discoveries have blessed the 
world, as the alchimists have failed to produce the 
philosopher's stone which would convert the baser 
metals into pure gold, so have men failed to find out 
any way by which to substitute education for igno- 
rance, and refinement for rudeness, except by patient 
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toil. And as this is a work which cannot be done* by 
proxy, it is required at evdry man's hand, as he would 
not remain in ignorance. 

The necessities of body and intellect being met, 
they are met to very little purpose if no care is be- 
stowed upon another part of man. He is not made 
for the limited period of three score years and ten. 
ImmortaUttf is his birthright, but to enjoy this inherit- 
ance he is not fitted by nature. 

The heart, unchanged, can never rise 
To happiness and God — 
The will perverse, the passions blind, 
In paths of rain stray. 

It is true that nothing beneath a divine power can 
subdue this stubborn will, but it is equally true that 
man is not to be indifferent as to whether it is done or 
Bot. The Holy Ghost renews the heart out of which 
naturally proceed evil thougMsy adutteriesy formcatiomy mur- 
derSj theftsy covetousnesSy zvickedmsSy deceUylasciviousnesSy an 
evU eyCy blasphemy ^ pride^ foolishness. And yet the Holy 
Ghost by the pen of Paul makes it man's duty to mor- 
tify his members which are upon the ediXthyformcationy 
tincleannesSy inordimde affediouy evil concupisceneey and cov- 
etousnesSy wMch is idolatry. He says, moreover: Te also 
pd off aU these ; anger y wrathy maMcey blasphemy y fiUhy conir 
mumcation ovt of your mouth. Lie not one to another y see- 
ing ye have put off the old man with Ms deeds ; and have 
jput on the new mmiy which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of Mm that created him. After having put away 
that which is wrong, he adds : Put on, thereforcy as the 
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elect of Godj holy and helovedj bowels of mercy ^ JdndnesSy 
hurnhleness ofmind^ long-mffering^ forbearing one another^ for- 
giving one another y if any man have a quarrel against any : 
even as Christ forgave youy so also do ye. And above aU 
these things jnd on charity ^ which is the bond of perfectness. 
Surely a great work is to be done upon the heart of 
man, and while the diviiie Agent does it, the human 
agent must co-operate. 

We see that this earth is one vast theater of action, 
and stern necessity is laid upon its occupants to work. 
But as no one can accomplish all that is to be done, 
we are led to remark — 

n. The individual man shrnld inquire whai part of this 
work can be done by himself The text points us to the 
individual, thy hand. It also enjoins the inquiry after 
AMiyyfindeth to do. To ascertain the course of conduct 
we should pursue in this world is often quite difficult ; 
it is, however, ascertainable. If any man lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God. The publicans that came to John's 
baptism inquired. Master, what shall we do ? The sol- 
diers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall 
we do ? On the day of Pentecost the Jews that were 
pricked in their hearts at the preg^phing of Peter and 
his associates, inquired. Men and brethren, what shall 
we do ? When Saul was smitten to the earth, he, trem- 
bling and astonished, said. Lord, what wilt thou haVe 
me to do ? Christ rebuked Peter for inquiring what an- 
other should do. Happy had it been for him had he 
always found and walked in the path of his o^vra duty. 
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No man can expect to accomplish the appropriate 
work of his life at h£|,p-hazard. To live well, he must 
live systematically. He should not expect to reach 
any valuable result who whijfflfe around like the vane 
on the spindle at the top of the spire. He who turns 
his attention to theology this year, to medicine next, 
and to law the year after, should not promise himself 
eminence in either profession. To live well a man 
must choose his profession ; he must choose his work. 
This is practicable ; it is duty. He must make his elec- 
tion with reference to his abilities and his circiunstan- 
ces, ever regarding the leadings of Providence. 

HI. Each one, having ascertained what Ms work is, 
should go forward and do it. This is the direction 
of the text : Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it. 
He that goes not forward in the appropriate work 
of life, falls under the malediction of Christ : That 
servant, which knew his Lord's will, and prepared not 
himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beat- 
en with many stripes. The idler in the vineyard is 
worse than useless. He not only does no good him- 
self, but his example operates unfavorably upon 
others. Better far that he should not be there. Or, 
rather, better were it that being there he should work. 
A drone in any profession, or in any department of la- 
bor, is a burden which his brethren have to bear. 

The importance of the present head of the discourse 
caimot be over-estimated. Negligence here has proved 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 

the ruin of men without number ; their ruin for this, 
and for the coming world. See that family clothed in 
rags, and feeding pn the meanest fare. Why is it 
so ? Because the fath^ is a sluggard^ or a spendthrift. 
See property destroyed by fire, because the watch are 
asleep. See the pbnderous train of cars, freighted 
with human beings, driven furiously from the track, be- 
cause the switchman is not at his post ; or plunging 
frightfully and fatally into the yawning chasm, because 
of an engineer's rashness. See steamers collide and 
bury their living hundreds beneath the briny wave, 
because of a reckless haste in circumstances which caU 
for slackened speed. Behold that sinful man ; he 
knows that he must repent or perish. He repents not ; 
he perishes. And the nadir of his wo will consist in 
the fact that he knew his Lord's will and did it not 

IV. Every man should not only do Ms appropriate 
warkj but should do it vrith his might. Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might The 
circumstances in which we are placed in this world 
call forjearnest action. The entire work to be done 
is sufficiently great to fill to the utmost capacity every 
man's heart, soul and hands. Hence if any are idle, or 
slothful^ or busy to no purpose, because without a defi- 
nite object before them, some portion of it remains 
undone, and the result is often fearfully calamitous. 
The Apostle's description of his own feeling and purpose 
expresses the idea : I count not myself to have appre- 
hended : but this one thin^ I do, forgetting those 
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things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things whioh are before, I press toward the 
maris: for the prize of the high calBng of God in Christ 
Jesus. The man who complies with the precept of 
the tetst sees distinctiy before him an object to be 
gained, and he beats his way directly toward it, turn- 
ing neither to the right hand nor to th.e left. He ha^ 
what he considers a great work to do, — and it is truly 
a great work whidi lies in the path of every one, — 
and he csmnot come down from it to spend his time o& 
trifles. He remembers the declaratibn, In the sweat 
of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return imto 
the groxmd ; and while the omnipotent Jehovah gov- 
em% he knows it to be a vain thing to try to evade 
this trutb. It meets him every where, and except be 
submits to the j3tem necessity which it lays upon him, 
failure and suffering are the consequence. Suppose,* 
for instance, the work to which Providence calls ;a 
man be that of cultivating the earth. The wise man 
says : The sluggard will not plough by reason of tike 
cold; therefore shall he beg in the harvest, and have 
nothing. The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath 
nothing : but the soul of the diligent, or earnest work- 
er, shall be made fat. I went by the field of the 
slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of un- 
derstanding ; and lo, it was all grown over with thorns, 
BJid nettles had covered the face thereof, and the 
tstone wall thereof was broken down. Then I mw^ 
and considered it well : I looked upcm it, and 
received instruction. Yet a little sleep, a little slum- 
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ber, a little folding of the hands to sleep : so shall thy 
poverty come as one that traveleth : and thy want as 
an armed man. Who has not passed by such fields ? 
We have seen rank weeds not only drinking up the 
rich juices of the earth, but also overshadowing those 
vegetables which might otherwise produce a valuable 
harvest. We have seen the fences broken down, and 
the beasts of the field devouring what* might oiiier- 
wise have been gathered into bams., Now it requires 
no argument to show that the owners of these fields 
cannot be thrifty farmers. They may live, but, not 
living in earnest, they are great losers. 

Suppose the work to which Proridence calls a man 
be that of persuading men to be saved. He may en- 
gage in this great business, but if his soul is not fired 
with a holy ardor ; if he sees not hell yawning be- 
• neath the feet of those whom he would have saved, 
and the great Enemy tr3dng to thrust them in ; if he 
sees not heaven opening with its thrones and crowns, 
and eternal felicity beckoning them thither ; and if he 
is not melted into tearful earnestness that he may se- 
cure an object so infinitely desirable as that for which 
he is professedly laboring j in other words, if he is 
himself lukewarm, it will be marvelous indeed if he 
excites in any the inquiry, What must I do to he 
moed? He will rather benumb their sensibilities and 
lull them into fatal slumbers. But put now into that 
man the heart of Brainerd, or of Payson, or of Harlan 
Page, and ^^the scintiUationsbof his own zeal flying off 
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from his oVm glowing heart, and falling upon their 
souls, will kindle in them the fire which burns in him- 
self!" 

It is not enough, dying fellow-men, that we know 
we are in a world which calls its occupants to an ac- 
tive life; it is not enough that we are lusy here and 
there. To meet the demands which the God of our be- 
ing has laid upon us, our plan of operation must be 
carefully laid and earnestly prosecuted. Whatsoever 
our hand findeth to do, we must do it with our might. 

Besides what has been said by way of assigning a 
reason for this manner of living, the text adds this : 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest. When we 
are laid in the grave, when we have passed away into 
the habitation of disembodied spirits, our opportuni- 
ties for accomplishing the work of life will have passed 
by forever. That dying father who has failed, through 
indolence and vicious habits, to provide for the com- 
fort and support of his family ; that dying mother 
who, through avarice, has neglected the proper train- 
ing of her children; that dying citizen, who has kept 
Ms talent laid up in a napkin, and thus has been a 
mere cipher in the community where he might have 
so lived as to benefit others ; that dying miser, who 
has been diligent in htsiness, but has hoarded his wealth, 
much of which has been received without returning an 
equivalent ; that dying magistrate, who has sold jus- 
tice for gold, and eacrificett the rights of the helpless 
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poor for popularity ; that dying, selfnrighteous expect- 
ant of heaven^ who has tUhed mmty and amse^ and cwmr 
mny but passed over the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith ; that dying minister, who 
has seen the danger of his people but not raised the 
cry of alarm ; who believes the anner will perish, but 
has failed to tell him so ; or who habs pointed out the 
way to heaven, saying to his flock, t' go ye in it," and 
has not rather led the way and invited them to come ; 
Ihe dying man^ whatever has been his sphere of action, 
if he has acted wrong ^ or has failed to act right, as he 
stands upon the threshold of another world, in these 
words, for there is no work, nor device, nor knowl-- 
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest, 
will read a truth which wHl fill his soul with fearful 
forebodings ; which wiH overwhelm him with fruitless 
regrets. Indescribable anguish will seize upon the 
dying neglecter of duty. No amount of wealth, no 
degree of honor, will iu any naeasure alleviate the sor- 
row of that hours When the last sand of life is running, 
the ruler of an empire, no less than a beggar by the 
way-side, would gire ^' millions of worlds for one more 
mch of time/' 

^ I asked a dying sinner, ere tlie stroke 
Of juthless deatii life's * golden bowl had broke,' 
I asked him, ^ Wliat is time V * Time,' he replied, 
^IVe lost it 1 M r the treasurer and he died." 

But does the experience of the unfaithful steward end 
with death ? 0, No. There cometh afterward a day 
of reckoning asid an etermty of retribution. Listen 
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to Christ*^ words : Tten he which had received the 
one talent came and said, Lord, I know thee that thou 
art a hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, 
and gathering where thou hast not strewed : and I 
was a afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: 
lo, there thou hast that is thine- His Lord acnswered 
and said unto him. Thou wicked and slothful servant, 
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gath- 
er where I have not strewed^ thou oughtest therefore 
to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at 
my coming I should have received mine own with 
usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and give 
it unto him which hath ten talents. For, unto every 
one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundr 
ance : but from him that hath not shall be taken 
away even that which he bath. And^cast ye the un- 
profitable servant into outer darkness : there shall be 
weeping and gnadiing of teeth. Hear Qirist a little 
farther on this point : Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 
Why? Were they murderers of fathers, or murderers 
of mothers? Were they tyrants, or oppressors? 
Were they not rather neglecters of duty ? For I was 
a hungered and ye gave me no meat : I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me no driak : I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in : naked and ye clpthed me not : sick and in 
prison, and ye visited me not. . And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment. 

But let us turn from this doleful picture. While 
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aJl come very far short of meeting the demands of 
God, yet there are those whose sincere aim and earn- 
est purpose are to live according to the precept of 
the text. I say this is their aim, arid this their pur- 
pose. I do not say that they never fail. 
^ In cldsing this discourse it may be profitable for us 
to contemplate briefly the life of such a man. 

Abel Gonnor was born in Hopkinton, Nov. 23, 1782. 
His parents were John T. and Susanna Connor. They 
removed to this town in the spring after this son was 
three years old. The mother was a praying woman. 
Fifty years ago next month she removed her relation 
from the Church in Hopkinton', and united herself 
with this Church. April 26, 1808, Mr. Connor united 
in marriage with Miss Hannah AVTiitney, who, three 
years previouSy, had connected herself with this 
Church. With this wife, the mother of his children, 
he lived till Nov. 23, 1828, when she died. She was 
the mother of ten children, the first of whom, a daugh- 
ter, died in infancy; the second, a son, died of spotted 
fever, aged six and a half years ; the fourth, a daugh- 
ter, died at the age of twenty-five, a member of this 
Church. Three sons and four daughters survive both 
their parents, and are all numbered among the follow- 
ers of Christ. 

September 27, 1830, Mr. Connor took, as his second 
wife. Miss Martha Greeley, of Hopkinton, who, also, in 
1831, removed her relation to this Church from that 
in Hopkinton. Nov. 13, of this year, she, too, was 
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stricken down by death. Another mcident of deep 
interest to Mr. Connor occurred on the same day. 
Both his wives had been the professed disciples of 
Christ, and had earnestly desired that he might also 
become a partaker in their joys. But hitherto he had 
stood aloof from the Church* His second wife had 
the pleasure of anticipating the day when he would 
come out from the world and join himself to the peo- 
ple of God. Her prayers had been heard, and her 
hopes partially realized, but not fully^ " When the 
Sabbath's sim dawned upon the earth, her released 
spirit winged its flight up to the pure Church in Hea- 
ven, and ere that sim went down her weeping hus- 
band stood before the altar and publicly consecrated 
himself to the Lord. 

May 3, 1833, Mr. Connor took his third wife from 
Hopkinton, who, the same year, removed her relation 
to this Church, and who, this day, mourns his loss. 

After a very distressing sickness of about six weeks' 
continuance, Mr. Connor died in the evening of the 
twentieth instant, in the seventy-second year of his 
age. 

It seems hardly necessary to add, before this con- 
gregation, that the subject of these remarks did with 
his might whatsoever his hand found to do. Early 
in life he marked out his course, and he steadily pui^ 
sued it till he was laid upon his dying bed. He was 
a practical and earnest farmer. A portion of his time 
he devoted with much success to the cultivation of 
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fruity more particularly apples and peaches^ and the 
result of his labors in this direction are far-famed. He 
thought bnt little of the many theories propounded 
in later yeaxs for improving the method of cultivating 
the earth. . He knew of no way to secure an abundr 
ant harvest but by hard, timely, and earnest toiL 
Whatever plans others might propose, Ms had always 
been to remove the stones^ enrich the soil, plant the 
seeds, cultivate the tender blade, remove the weeds 
entirely^, and tmeltf harvest the waving crops. This 
method secured the end w^ich he had proposed to 
himself. In this department no one will accuse him 
of being wasteful either of time, or of the fruits of 
his labor. 

But Mr. Connor was not an isolated man. He was 
a e^>Ben ; and a man of his promptness and precision 
in transacting his own private business would, alniost 
as a matter of course, be calted o^t from the retire- 
ment of private life to look after the interests of oth- 
ers. A very large proportion of the public moneys of 
the town for a third of a century has passed through his 
hands. TBEe transacted the business of the public with 
such perfect accui'acy as to secure the utmost confi- 
dence oi dXL Not a few have placed their money in 
his hand, wishing to make use of his judgment in the 
matter of investment ; and I am yet to be informed 
of the first dollar placed at his disposal which was not 
accounted for satis&x^torily to the depositor. He was 
elected treasurer of the religious society to which he 
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belonged the seventeen last years of his life ; and at the 
time of his death held the offices of collector and treas- 
urer. He has been called to preside over the deliber- 
ations of the society, assembled in parish meeting, 
. twenty-five times during the last twerdy years. Since the 
organization of this Religious Society in 1826, they have 
committed special business to his management, either 
alone or associated with others, at least thirty times. 
Much of this required no ordinary degree of skill, 
prudence and promptness in the execution of it so as 
to give satisfaction. During these twenty-eight years 'I 
find that the Society have imposed upon him some 
special duty no less thak eighty-five times. The position 
which he occupied and the duties which he performed 
in the society to which he belonged prior to that time, 
I have not the means of knowing. He has been no 
less actively co-operative in promoting the interests of 
the Church. During the many years in which he has 
been associated with others, either as a citizen, a par- 
ishoner, or a church member, it has been emphatically 
true of him, that whatsoever his hand foimd to do,he 
has done it with his might. 

We should expect that a man of Mr. Connor's hab- 
its would acquire property, and so he did to some ex- 
tent ; and the question naturally arises as to what dis- 
position he made of his property. For many years he 
has regarded himself as a steward of God. Whatever 
was due him he felt bound to collect, if he could do 

so without distressing others, on the principle that he 
2 
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was responsible to God for the improvement of it. For 
many years he has been a liberal supporter of various 
benevolent enterprises. By his donations he consti- 
tuted himself, his family, and many others Life, or Hon- 
orary Members of Charitable Societies. He has edu- 
cated several children at Ceylon. While he did not 
neglect other causes, he felt a most lively interest in 
the Republic of Liberia. Some time ago he made the 
remark that if a tax should be levied upon all the 
white people in the United States, sufficiently large 
to cover the expense of conveying to Africa all her 
unfortunate descendants in this country, whether bond 
or free, he had paid that portion of the sum which 
would be assessed upon himself, his wife, his children, 
and his grand-children. I have heard the remark 
made that he has done more for this cause than all 
the rest of the commonwealth ; whether this be a lit- 
eral truth or not I cannot tell. At the time of his death 
he was in correspondence with an agent of the Parent 
Society, for the purpose of securing the organization of 
aa auxiliary in this State. It has been his general pur- 
pose to give a himdred dollars a year to benevolent ob- 
j.ects,but when God has given him animusual abundance 
of the fruits of the earth, he has given much beyond 
this amount He has given as God has prospered him. 
His plan has ever been to give as he received, and not 
hoard for others to give or withhold, as they should 
think best. Accordingly his Will contains no bequest 
to benevolent objects. He chose to deposit his mojaey 
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in the Lord's bank, and who will say that he has not 
in return received good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together,- and running over ? 

His contributions abroad did not prevent his meet- 
ing the claims of society at home. Here he ever stood 
ready to bear his proportional part of the burden, and 
often went much beyond this. 

His heart yearned over the condition of the towA's 
poor. He early saw the evils arising from the prafc- 
tice of placing them in families which would maintain 
them for the lowest sum. He labored much and earn- 
estly to provide for them a better home than was fre- 
quently secured by this method. At last, feeling that 
such a point must be carried, and that it could not be 
carried, except by showing in town-meeting that it 
would be a saving in doUars and cents, with much labor, 
with the co-operation of a few others, he made this 
fact appear, and thus secured for them a place whiiih 
would aflFord them greater comforts. For some time 
past, however, he has been pained with the dilapidai- 
ted state of the house upon the farm, and in the last 
annual town-meeting moved, and the motion was caiS 
ried, either that a different location should be ol> 
tained, or, should there be a failure to do this, that 
their present house should.be repaired. The first pro- 
ject having failed, upon his death bed he was very 
anxious that the house should be immediately and 
thoroughly repaired, so as to prevent tibe poor from 
suffering in the inclemency of the approaching winter. 
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Mr. Connor was an early and earnest friend of the 
temperance cause. In his earlier days it was custom- 
ary for almost every body to use ardent spirits as a 
beverage, and he fell in with this practice. On one 
occasion a friend suggested to him fears that danger 
and perhaps ruin might lurk in his path. That mo- 
ment, with characteristic promptness, he proclaimed 
to her his purpose never again to taste the intoxi- 
cating cup. That pledge he sacredly kept, though as- 
sailed by temptation on every side. July 6, 1829, his 
pastor drafted a constitution in which those who should 
subscribe to it pledged themselves neither to use nor 
provide for others intoxicating liquors. This pledge 
was signed by the pastor and then presented to the 
oflBcers of the Church, and the other male members, 
but not a signature could be obtained. It was pre- 
sented to Mr. Connor, and secured his ready approval. 
His name stands, in the original document, immedi- 
ately beneath that of his beloved pastor. He has al- 
ways stood upon this platform. He has never been 
able to see the wisdom or safety of legislation to pre^ 
vent the use of intoxicating liquors, and for this rea- 
son has stood aloof from those organizations of a more 
recent date, which advocate legal suasion. 

We have already said that Mr. Connor was a mem- 
ber of dhe Church. For many years before he joined 
the Church, he had taken a deep interest in the affairs 
of the religious society, and his advice had been often 
Bought in times of diflficulty. Ever since he consecrat- 
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ed himself to the Lord, his devotional habits have 
been uniform and earnest. At the family altar and in 
the closet, his prayers have daily ascended. To the 
latter place he would occasionally lead a friend who 
had passed the night at his house. Never for many 
years has he been known to raise his head from his 
pillow in the morning without first having audibly 
sought the blessing and guidance of his Heavenly 
Father. At home and abroad this was his practice, 
and it was his earnest wish that such as occupied the 
same bed with himself should join him in this act of 
devotion. At the table of God's bounty he not only 
sought the divine blessing upon the food, but having 
eaten it, would thank the Giver of all his mercies. 
The Bible was his daily companion, not only at the 
family altar, but also in the closet. In the latter place 
he had reached the third chapter of the Gospel by 
John, when a fatal disease forbade his return to his 
accustomed kneeling place. What more appropriate ' 
passage could be found to pass under the eye of a dy- 
ing man ? God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

On the day preceding the night in which the disease 
attacked him, he was in his accustomed place in the 
sanctuary. Nothing but a providential interposition 
kept him from the house of God. On the day refer- 
red to, he addressed the Sabbath School, particularly 
urging upon the aged members the importance of be- 
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ing active in the service of Christ, as the time was 
short, and what they did they must do quickly. He 
ever felt a deep interest in the young, and often urged 
them to engage in the great work of life. 

On the morning of the day hefore he died, after 
giving the usual salutation to a number of the family 
who entered his room, he repeated with emphasis, " AU 
is well with my sovl; all is well tvith my sovlP To the in- 
quiry, ^^Does your soul rest on the Rock of Ages?" 
his earnest reply was, " 0, yes." His only hope of sal- 
vation was in Christ. To secure this great end he put 
no dependence upon his works. 

Thus lived and thus died our venerable friend. I 
say thus he lived, and yet I feel oppressed with the 
thought of the meagemess of this delineation of his 
character. Those who knew him generally, have ever 
felt that he was an earnest man, doing with his might 
whatsoever his hand foimd to do. Those who knew him 
more intimately in the privacy of his home-life, are 
impressed with the truth that the same earnest spirit 
pervaded his religious character. 

We have not attempted to show that Mr. Connor 
was a man without failings. He had failings, and un- 
doubtedly bewailed them. Truth, however, demands 
the declaration that his life was governed by prindpk 
in an unusual degree. These principles might not at 
ways have been right, but he judged them to be so, 
and conscience urged him forward in accordance witib 
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them. It is not for us to decide whether his plan of 
operation was right or not ; to his own Master, he stands 
or falls. 

But he is forever gone, and who shall now arise to 
fill his plaee ? who, if not his sons^ upon whom he left^ 
his choicest blessings ? Said he : " I leave you in a 
dying world ; I also leave you in a sinful world, where, 
if you do your duty, you may sometimes have to act 
alone." You will remember his oft-repeated motto : 
" What is my duty in existing circumstances ? " Po.n- 
der this important question, and should others go 
astray, or become remiss, bear in mind your otmi ac- 
countability, and whatsoever your hands find to do^ do it 
with your might. The aged trimk has fallen ; leave 
not the place a desolation, but let it be filled with good- 
ly trees, of the Lord's planting. 
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